
I 
might have an unusual take on the 
World Cup biting incident by Luis 
Suárez, but I am going to share it 

with you anyway. Make no mistake, 
the Uruguay striker’s actions were 
absolutely disgraceful and his expla-
nation that he simply lost his balance 
and fell onto his opponent is nothing 
short of risible. The worldwide  

crazy country on his shoulders when 
he had to score from the deciding fifth 
penalty in their shoot-out with Chile.

But to be regarded as a classic 
World Cup, there must romance, too. 
The goal of the World Cup so far prob-
ably goes to the lesser-known talent 
of Columbia’s James Rodríguez  
while Greece and Costa Rica have  
demonstrated that you do not need a 
domestic league bursting with stellar 
names in order to succeed at interna-

tional level. It will be 
fascinating to see what 
impact America’s quali-
fication for the last 16 
has on the popularity of 
football in the States, 
while closer to home, the 
inquests into the fail-
ures by England, Spain, 
Italy and Portugal will 

already be under way.
The World Cup has also been  

a triumph for Brazil, and for Rio de 
Janeiro in particular. 

Faced in advance with the usual 
doubts about its preparedness, Rio 
has confounded its doubters and  
returning journalists I have spoken to 
are in no doubt that the 2016 Olympics 
there will be spectacular.

condemnation was instant and de-
served while, at the same time, FIFA 
was challenged to come up with a 
suitable punishment.

In banning Suárez from nine  
Ur ug uay matches a nd from a ll  
football-related activity for four 
months, FIFA discharged its duty 
both admirably and fairly. All too of-
ten high-profile sportsmen get away 
with poor behaviour and in biting an 
opponent – which is just about as bad 
as it gets – Suárez is a 
repeat offender.

So what possessed 
the victim, the Italian, 
Giorg io Chiel l ini,  to 
criticise FIFA for impos-
ing a punishment that he 
described as ‘too exces-
sive’? Surely all football-
ers need protection from 
such on-field thuggery, but especially 
those who make a living from the 
sport. In criticising FIFA as he did, I 
believe Chiellini did football a disser-
vice.

It would not be a World Cup without 
a measure of controversy and this 
tournament has been full of excite-
ment, too. It is impossible ever to tire 
of the Argentinian genius Lionel 
Messi while, for pressure, it is difficult 
to beat the Brazilian striker  Neymar, 
who carried the hopes of his football-

I 
adore Wimbledon. I get to sit in a 
seat behind the server at the 
Royal Box end watching hours and 

hours of tennis for Radio 5 Live.  
Occasionally I say something, but 
mainly I watch and wonder at the bril-
liance on court. There is no more ex-
posing a sport than tennis – the 
players are on their own, with no 
coach, no team-mates, no helmets or 
goggles to hide their facial expres- @clarebalding

his reactions plus the length of time 
he always spends signing autographs 
after his matches. It all goes back to 
when he was a kid, waiting for an  
autograph from Andre Agassi. He 
waited and waited and was ignored. 
He therefore tries not to let that hap-
pen to any young child wanting his 
autograph. It’s an impossible task but 
I applaud him for the effort.

Most of all, with the top four in 
men’s tennis, I notice their respect for 

the game, the venue, 
their opponents and the 
crowd. They are four of 
the politest but most 
ruthless competitors 
you could ever meet. 
With some spor ts, I 
might worry that be-
tween writing this and it 
being printed, one of 

them would have been sent home for 
biting or kicking or swearing at an 
official but with Rafa, Roger, Novak 
and Andy I am on safe ground. 

They are the role models you can 
hold up to your kids, the men you want 
to see fighting out the latter stages of 
Grand Slams and they represent the 
very best that tennis has (and has ever 
had) to offer. Lucky us, to be witness-
ing their grace and their greatness.

sions. Just them, their opponent,  
a racquet and the ball.

It’s no wonder that tennis stars like 
John McEnroe, Björn Borg, Martina 
Navratilova, Chris Evert, Stefan Ed-
berg, Boris Becker and Steffi Graf 
become recognisable faces all over 
the world. No other sport offers quite 
so much intimate ‘face time’ on televi-
sion. Working on the radio requires 
the ability to paint that picture  
in words. So we talk about Rafa Na-
dal’s organisation of 
water bottles, his reluc-
tance to tread on the 
lines and, of course, his 
picking at his pants. It’s 
what they call ‘the frame 
around the picture’ – the 
bits that you need to 
describe to make the 
scene complete.

With Roger Federer, it’s the ele-
gance, the fluidity of his movement, 
his speed between points and his lack 
of sweat. I promise you the man does 
not perspire – you notice these things 
when you’re watching for hours. 

With Novak Djokovic, it’s the neat-
ness of his clothes and the thickness 
of his hair, as well as the incessant 
bouncing of the ball before he serves.

With Andy Murray, it’s his self-ef-
facing acknowledgement of the 
crowd, his intensity and the speed of 
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Tennis
Wimbledon 
Women’s 
and Men’s 
Finals
5-6 July
As the 
competition 
nears its 
climax, here’s 
hoping for 
another Andy 
Murray (above) 
milestone. 

Cricket
MCC v 
Rest of the 
World, 
Lord’s
5 July
A star-studded 
line-up as a 
team led by 
Shane Warne 
takes on a side 
captained 
by Sachin 
Tendulkar.

Formula 
One
British 
Grand Prix
6 July
Silverstone’s 
50th Grand 
Prix features 
a parade of 
champions 
including Nigel 
Mansell, Sir 
Jackie Stewart 
and Damon Hill.

Athletics
Diamond 
League, 
Paris 
5 July
Look forward 
to high-quality 
sprint clashes as 
some of the best 
international 
athletes take  
to the track in 
the 100m and 
200m races.

Cycling
Tour de 
France
5 July
The Tour (won 
last year by 
Chris Froome, 
above) starts in 
Yorkshire with 
Mark Cavendish 
hoping to win 
the First Stage, 
which finishes  
in Harrogate.

Football
World Cup 
Quarter- 
and Semi-
Finals
4–9 July
Aside from 
England, the 
World Cup 
has exceded 
expectations. 
But which teams 
will contest  
the final?
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‘In banning 
Suárez, FIFA 
discharged 

its duty both 
admirably 
and fairly’

‘They are four 
of the politest 
but ruthless 
competitors 

you could  
ever meet’
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